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Iris Chang-the Rape of Nanking

Movie Review

Cliff Ridenour


Undoubtedly, history is filled with heroes and heroines. All of them a man or woman who changed history in some way with a heroic drive of courage and wisdom. But Iris Chang was not one of these heroes, as I saw from the movie "Iris Chang - The Rape of Nanking". No, she was more than that, because she also held intelligence along with wisdom and courage. By her writing of the book "The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War 11''', she changed history forever, like a true hero. 

Iris Chang's book "The Rape of Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War II" is about the 1937-1938 Nanking Massacre, the massacre and atrocities committed by the Imperial Japanese Army after it captured Nanjing; then capital of China7 during the Second Sino-Japanese War. The documents in the book are based on the author's own hard work in research. Because the rape of Nanking, as it came to be known, had not been widely discussed before Iris wrote her book, she had little else to work from than what evidence she could accumulate. That is the true mark of her intelligence. She did not just go work off another research, she made her own. She was a pioneer in the subject, and a inspiration to all who have ever read her books. 

The movie "Iris Chang - The Rape of Nanking" did not flatter Iris Chang at all. It didn't need to. Iris was a self made woman, she saw her goal and went for it, and wouldn't let anything stand in her way.  She was smart, no, brilliant and that allowed her to get as far as she did in life, to leave such a legacy. In the movie, it discuses the lengths at which Iris went to ensure the best data and evidence possible, and that is very apparent in her book. She would meet up with survivors, dig through piles of evidence, and fathom endless record books. No length was too great for her book. 


The movie also divulged her personal life, and how much she took these events to heart. She even used to have nightmares of being chased by a Japanese solder. Its shows that even in her dreams, she was devoted to this event in history. The movie managed to get across many points, in which any normal person would have given up in their quest for truth. But as I said, Iris Chang was a hero, and she persevered, all to bring us her book, so we could remember Nanking, and all who died in the Sino-Japanese wars. 

Personally, I had a great interest in the movie, because I had read her book. The movie thoroughly exemplified the fashion in which Iris created her master piece. In many ways she opened my eyes to a nearly forgotten piece of history. She brought true light to a subject that once was sketchy and unsure. The movie managed to show us all what Iris had gone through to write this book, and didn't become a life biography. And that was the beauty of the movie. It hardly concentrated on Iris at all. It’s main point was the work that Iris put in to her book, just as she would have wanted. To have such a timeless piece as a movie allows future generations to appreciate and be inspired by the commitment of one woman to change all that people knew of Nanking, It leaves us the example of a true hero. It leaves us the example of a legend. 

THE RAPE OF NANKING

Eboni Maynor


The Rape of Nanking is a feature-length documentary film about a young woman's 

journey to bring one of the darkest chapters of history to light. In July 1937 the Japanese 

Imperial Army, which already controlled a large section of northeastern China, launched 

an undeclared war against the Republic of China. Five months later, on December 13, its 

troops entered the capital city of Nanking and began raping and murdering its citizens in 

an orgy of violence that has few parallels in modern history. Tens of thousands of 

Chinese prisoners-of-war were machine gunned en masse. An estimated 20,000 women 

were raped. Countless defenseless civilians; men, women and children were killed on the 

streets or in their homes. A British reporter who was on the scene compared the Japanese 

troops to Attila and the Huns. Writer George Will described the mass slaughter, which 

became known as "The Rape of Nanking" as "perhaps the most appalling single episode 

of barbarism in a century replete with horror." 

The images that were displayed in this movie where horrifying some that I don't 

even feel is appropriate to describe. It is appalling that the Japanese government still 

denies that it happened. In the film there is a part where a Japanese official says that the 

rape of Nanking was a story made up by the Chinese to make the Japanese look bad. If 

you were in that theater with me that day then you understand that the images and 

interviews that were filled with pain and suffering could not be portrayed for reality even 

by the best actors or actresses in Hollywood. Although I don't directly know any of the 

people who experienced this atrocity just watching their interviews made me instantly 

empathetic that such an evil event such as The Rape of Nanking took place. 

The Rape of Nanking
Taylor Baughn 

Based on the book The Rape of Nanking by Iris Chang, this movie was truly one of the 

most moving and shocking documentaries I have ever seen. The idea that the slaughter of these 

innocent civilians was simply cast in the comer is unbelievable! Ms. Chang's dedication to historical 

accuracy and telling the story of all the victims is to say the least, inspiring. 

A few of the facts presented that really caught me off guard were the survivor stories, 

blatant denial by members of the Japanese government that this event ever took place and the 

outcome of Ms. Chang's life. The survivor stories, especially the women's, were unthinkable. To 

watch your family be slaughtered and raped as you hide for your own Iife ... 1 can only imagine the 

emotional scaring. The Japanese soldier who described an event were they forced a metal pipe 

into a woman's genitals to see how deep it was; the soldiers then filled the rod with cotton and 

gasoline and burned her from the inside out. How ridiculous to think that a present-day prime- 

minister is continually trying to convince people that this horrifying historical event never took place. 

According to him, this is a mere stage by the Chinese government to sabotage the Japanese. 

When this came up in the movie, I wanted to jump through the screen and punch that arrogant, 

argumentative moron in the nose. 

Iris Chang dedicated the last part of her life to telling the untold and unveiling the secrets 

meant to be known. I am so disappointed that all the wonderful things she did brought about the 

end of her well-accomplished life. She deserves so much credit and praise for her efforts and 

perseverance to finish what she had started. Ms. Chang is an inspiration to every person who 

believes in credibility, passion and historical accuracy. Rest in peace Ms. Chang, you will never be 

forgotten for the amazing things you have done. 
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The Rape of Nanking Reflection

Anthony Rea

The Rape of Nanking was a horrible atrocity by the Japanese. I could not believe what they did to the people in Nanking. I thought that the movie was very informative and I learned way more than I already knew by watching it. One thing that I learned was the fact that some Japanese officials still deny that it ever happened, even when the facts are laid out in front of them. How could anyone ignore thousands of people who have similar stories and say it never happened and also say that china made up the attack on Nanking? The Japanese even say that they trained people to say those stories. 
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Movie RMovie review: The Rape of Nanking

Julia Burton

The Rape of Nanking was written by Iris Chang. She called it the forgotten 

Holocaust of WWII. Most people, like me, had never even heard of it. When I went to the 

movies on a Sunday afternoon, I thought I was going to sit through a boring documentary 

about some lady who wrote a book. I was very wrong. I was absolutely horrified by the 

images that I saw up on the screen. I don't understand how this was never mentioned to 

me or anybody else before. 

When I got home, I grabbed every history book I could find. I grabbed my SAT 

Subject Test book, the Cracking the APUSH test book, and even my history textbook. 

There was nothing about it anywhere. Personally, I think that is outrageous. 

The pictures and videos I saw were awful. It was like nothing I had ever seen 

before. There were many times when I had to even cover my eyes. The Japanese literally 

raped everything in their path. They interviewed some of the people who had even lived 

through it. One lady told the story of how she watched her mother die in her father's arms 

and then watched him get killed. Then, she looked to her left and her little sister was being raped and then she was stabbed in the chest and woke up hours later to find herself 

with no clothes on and everybody dead around her. I found myself crying throughout half 

ofthe movie. 

Iris Chang was very dedicated to getting the story right and getting it out there. 

During the writing process of the book, she would out herself back into the time when it 

was happening. This made Iris go crazy and unfortunately, she committed suicide. 

They need to get this story out to many more people. It needs to be heard and we need to be aware of what went on during WWII. If I didn't see this movie, I still would know nothing about it. Most of my piers know absolutely nothing about the Rape of Nanking and that needs to change. It was a pivotal moment in history and it should never be forgotten. 

The Rape of Nanking Reflection

Mason Walsh

I found this movie to be very informing about The Rape of Nanking. Before I saw this movie I had never heard of this atrocity. When I got home after the movie I was interested in the topic and I decided to look for anything pertaining to it in my AP US History book. I figured that it must at least mention The Rape of Nanking. All I found was Japan invading China in Manchuria. I found this shocking, that such a horrible incident could go unnoticed in my history book! 

If I hadn’t had gone to see this movie I would have probably never even heard of this. It makes me think of the extremist Japanese that still believe that The Rape of Nanking never happened. It makes me think of how well they have covered it up so far. As in the holocaust some people would just rather forget. This is the wrong thing to do because if we forget, history will most likely just repeat itself. Mankind does not need another evil deed to weight its already full belt of atrocities. We need to remember and teach future generations about this, which will help prevent the next Rape of Nanking, or even the next Holocaust. Even though some people may feel this is uprooting unnecessary conflicts from the past, it is still important. 

This movie helped in getting this story out into the world. The mistake that we all have to learn from The Rape of Nanking is not being able to get the story out sooner. If the story could have gotten out sooner, then the world would more likely know about it. In the Holocaust the world got to know about it because refugees from the death camps were saved. Some of these people went on to write firsthand accounts of what happened in the concentration camps, like Elie Wiesel. But this was harder for the victims at The Rape of Nanking because they did not have people to rescue them. 

All in all, this movie was a great movie. The graphic descriptions of the brutalities towards the Chinese people made it stick in my mind. And that is the idea of the movie, to get the story out there and to help prevent the next Rape of Nanking. This effort of the movie I think will go to great lengths in making The Rape of Nanking known about the world.
The Rape of Nanking
Anthony Rosewitz

When I first went to see The Rape of Nanking, I thought it was going to be just 

like every other documentary. Just a bunch of names, dates, and facts while an announcer talks over a bunch of pictures; but The Rape of Nanking was different. First of all, I had no idea that the documentary was about the book, The Rape of Nanking. Second, it was very interesting to see how the world viewed the event compared to just a bunch a facts in a textbook. I feel that the movie did a very good job of showing that The Rape of Nanking was the forgotten holocaust. This movie was made at the perfect time, because there were still survivors ofthe Rape of Nanking that were alive. I think that was the biggest thing that helped to disprove any accusation of the Rape of Nanking being a fake. Previous to seeing this movie, I did not know very much about the Rape of Nanking and now I realize why. Before this movie, and before the book, there-really wasn't any information on the Rape of Nanking. I thank you very much for giving us the tickets to go see this movie, and for making this movie. I think that this movie will not only be helpful to history students, but to entire nations in the future. It will help to show what happens when we do not prevent -war, and will help to prevent such things from happening in the future. 
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